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H.O.G. Slop: 
Elizabeth Moore, Editor: 
Montana State H.O.G. Rally registration page is now open!  Go to http://www.mtstatehogrally.com and sign up! 
 
Have you taken a really cool ride?  Have you taken the Harley on a unique vacation?  Share with us!  Send me your 
photos, or write a story, or both.  We all look for new adventures, what better source than our fellow riders? 
 
Keep an eye on your national and local dues.  Several of you are not current, and weôd hate for you to lose your 
membership status.   
 

Directorôs Notes: 
Jim Olsen 

Are you ready to ride? The time has 
finally come for us to dust óem off, 
and head óem out. Around 25 riders 
enjoyed a brisk, but oh so 
necessary poker run after the April 
meeting. The wind had finally died 
down a little, and the sun was 
shining. A great day for a rideéor 
so we thought. As we headed out 
Hwy 200 toward Fairfield, it became 
obvious in a hurry that summer was 
not here yet!  Those with ski masks 
assembled outside the Frontier Inn, 
hoping that the owners would not 
call law enforcement while we 
waited for the other riders to catch 
up. Then it was off to Shorty's in 
Fairfield.  
 
We all arrived safe and sound, and 
spend a good hour or so thawing 
and sharing the "what were we 
thinking" look. Our cheeks were like 
ice, and our hands were wrapped 

around those hot cups of coffee just to get some feeling back in our fingers. However, as the day progressed, the 
temperatures rose a little, and we all enjoyed our first Spring Ice Breaker Poker Run. 
 
Congratulations to Bonita Rappe, who, on her husbandôs birthday, won the poker run with a real nice full house.  
 
For those of you who attended the meeting, we were honored to have Mr John Schmidt, the regional Manager for Harley 
Davidson in attendance. John talked a little about Harley Davidson in Milwaukee and the struggles they were facing. He 
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also talked about H.O.G.'s mileage program and the rules for obtaining 
your H.O.G. Mile patches. Please be sure to take advantage of this 
program and let everyone know that the Big Sky Chapter loves to ride.  
 
As this newsletter goes to press, I will be in contact with Muscular 
Dystrophy in Billings, making the arrangements for us to visit ñCamp Make 
a Dreamò in July.  We will ride to Seeley Lake, spend the day with the 
children at the MDA camp, and maybe even have an opportunity to camp 
out in the Seeley Lake Area. Please take the opportunity to ride with us on 
that day to spend some quality time with the campers and staff from MDA. 
I promise, it will change who you are forever. 
 
We are, as always, still looking for a few good members to help fill some 
voids in our officer ranks. Todd Cramer is currently making plans to rejoin 
the Armed Services, and if all goes according to plan, Todd will depart 
sometime around July or August, leaving the Assistant Director job vacant. The Activities Officer, LOH, and Historian 
Officer positions remain open, and we are asking you to help us fill those positions. If you can help, or know someone we 
could "persuade", please drop us a line. The officers work very hard to make this the best chapter we can, but we need all 
of you to make it happen.  
 
If you are planning to attend the state rally in Missoula, please register soon. We would like to head into Missoula in full 
Big Sky Force, and show óem who we are. The rally is in July, and there are a lot of activities planned. Visit the web site at 
http://www.mtstatehogrally.com to register online.  
 
As always, stop in the dealership anytime for a Hot cup of coffee, and read our bulletin boards. There are a lot of exciting 
rides posted and we will do our best to make sure you are keep current as we get new information.  Ron Zarr is working 
hard to keep our web site current and Sam has prepared a ride list so you can plan in advance for our Hog Wallers and 
special events. 
 
If you have a ride idea, like the Summer Solstice Ride that Mike Babcock is planning, please let us know. We will help 
plan and organize it of you need help.  It's all about fun and riding, and we know how to do to both. 

 
Until then Ride Safe, Ride Often, but JUST RIDE 
Jim 
 

Road Captainôs Notes: 
Mike Babcock 
Already I can't remember if the poker run April 10 was the 
first or the second of the yet young season. Suffice it to say, 
if we can get in a poker run in mid April, even a short one -- 
80-plus miles -- that's pretty good. After a week of bad wind 
-- wind is bad but I guess it keeps things clean -- we were 
due for a calm day. Calm it was...but cool. But it sure helps 
get your gear together...a shake down ride that reminds one 
of lost face masks, that you have your summer riding 
gloves when you need your winter gloves and 85 miles per 
hour at 50 degrees is a ñheckuvaò lot colder than 85 at 70 
degrees - Duh. 
  
But it was a fun ride and the tavern owners had smiles on 
their faces almost as big as ours. Looking forward to more 
poker runs and just fun rides - Glenn Jones suggests the 
chicken at the Buckhorn in Augusta and there is a sign 
upsheet on the wall by the coffee pot for the Solstice Run. 
Food is good but a tad pricey but it is after all the solstice! 
And, a couple of us are talking Glacier National Park this 
summer...probably in July.  
  
So, save your nickels and your dimes and let's take some rides! 
  
Mike Babcock 
Head Road Captain 

http://www.mtstatehogrally.com/


Membership Directorôs Notes: 
Sam Steffan 
Not much happening since the March meeting, just trying to get rid of winter and get into some beautiful spring riding. 
New members since the March meeting are Joshua Hicks, Steve Hilbig, Robert (Bud) Hudson, Kevin Kobel, Richard 
Merchant, Troy Schott, and Dan Svalstad. A Big Sky Welcome to you all.  
 
You have all been given a little reprieve if you have not yet paid your 2010 local chapter dues. You will be kept on the 
Chapter membership rolls until 30 April.  After that you just may not receive a newsletter and will be dropped from the 
membership. So please donôt let that happen. Dues can be paid anytime at Big Sky H/D. Just go the Parts Department 
and they will take care of you.  
 
Keep your fingers crossed for sunshine and dry roads so we can hit the blacktop and ride. You All take care now and see 
you down the road.  
Sam Steffan 
Membership Officer 
The Hogfather 
 
P.S. Watch for e-mail flashes on upcoming events  
 

Safety Officerôs Notes: 
Mike Geer 
Group Riding 
ñGetting there is half the funò, well maybe more than half.  Whether you most enjoy the ride or the destination, 
motorcycling is very social sport and youôll sometimes find yourself riding in a group.  This can be one of the best ways to 
get where youôre going and meet new people along the way.   
 
For some group riding may be old hat but for others it will be a new experience.  No matter your experience level it is good 
to be reminded of some of the basic rules.  Keep 
the group small.  Before you head out the group 
should discuss the route, any hazards and basic 
hand signals.  Ride in a staggered formation with 
the first bike in the left side of the lane and the 
next bike to the right and 1 second back.  The 
only time that two bikes should be side by side is 
when they are stopped at a traffic signal. Only 
pass other vehicles when you feel comfortable 
and it is safe and never in pairs.  Never pass 
other bikes within the group.  If another vehicle is 
passing the group you may have to make space 
for them to merge into the group; donôt try to keep them out, let them.  These are only a few of the rules for group riding.  
There is a wealth of information on this subject on the internet.  One of the best sources for rider safety topics is the 
Motorcycle Safety Foundation website (www.msf-usa.org).  
 
Group riding has a unique set of skills and requires you to ñplay well with othersò.  If you are an experienced group rider 
have patients with those that are new to group riding.  Riding in formation with other bikes close to you can be 
intimidating.  If you are new to group riding let the road captain/ride leader know and donôt do anything you are 
uncomfortable with.  With a little experience it can be a very enjoyable way of getting there.  After all, ñitôs all about the 
rideò. 

 
 
Need a patch sewn on that leather vest or jacket?   Linda 
Heggem - 452-2425 - will sew patches for a donation to MDA.  
Sherry Lehmkuhl - 590-7721 - will also sew patches for a 
donation to Eagle Mount. 
 
 

Newsletter Comments or Questions? 
If you have any questions, comments concerning the Big Sky 

H.O.G. Newsletter, please contact Elizabeth at 781-5143, or by e-mail at eemoore@3riversdbs.net. 
 
 

 

AND THE WINNERS ARE . . . 
 

HOG Number:  Not in attendance 
50/50 Winner: Bob Galloway 
Door Prize Winners: Tim Hickman; Ron 

Rust; Darrell Chambers 
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H.O.G.® RETURNS TO 
ROUTE 66 

 
Motoring the Mother Road ï 
September 11-25. Back in simpler 
times, Route 66 was the primary 
motor road for travelers heading from 
the eastern United States to the western. Today, the 
interstate highway system offers motorists a faster, more 
efficient passage. Yet, for those who prefer a more relaxed 
pace and greater adventure, Route 66 ï a.k.a. the ñMother 
Roadò ï remains the crown jewel of American roadways.  
 
H.O.G. has traveled this way before, with touring rallies in 
1996 and 2000. Both events were spectacularly 
successful, leading members to often ask: ñWhen are we 
going back to Route 66?ò  

 
ñPeople ask me that all the time,ò says Joe Dowd, H.O.G. Events Manager. ñThe answer, I can now say, is September 11-
25, 2010.ò 
 
Motoring the Mother Road offers H.O.G. members the opportunity to travel every mile of this storied road, from Chicago to 
Los Angeles, the way it was meant to be traveled. Riders can take each leg at their own pace, with plenty of time to stop 

along the way and savor the history, the culture, the flavor 
of a bygone era. 
 
And because itôs a H.O.G. event, you can also expect to 
enjoy plenty of dealer parties, special events, exclusive 
access to certain attractions, and more (including a 
premium gift package) along the way - all in the company of 
fellow members from around the world. 
 
For more information as it becomes available, log on to 
members.hog.com. Registration opens May 5, so make 
plans now to sign up right away, as H.O.G. expects this 
exciting ride to fill up fast! 

 

 
 


