October 10, 2008

With the current weather conditions having forced us to
"hole up" for a day (or two)...it seems appropriate enough to
take some time and recap for you...and us, this incredible
trip that we have been a part of.

We are "holed up"currently in Pierre, South Dakota. We
hope to be here only a day but depending on when & where
the predicted snow hits, we may be here for 2 or 3. As all of
you are aware, with or with out tire chains, bikes do not
move around well in snow. We had spent last night in
Chamberlin, SD which is only about an hour or so from here.
We had headed out this morning with a change of
direction...going straight north out of Chamberlin for
Bismark, ND hoping to skirt around the major part of the
storm system enabling us we hoped, to get into Glendive to
help Karen's mom celebrate her 80th birthday on Saturday.
About an hour into the trip, it was decided that with the combination of the strong winds, cold
temperture, and increasing rain, it was best to turn west for Pierre.

It is unfortunate that we will miss Karen's mom's birthday but it really was best that we hold up.
With luck, the weather will break and we could at least get to Glendive to see (& meet her mom).

We started out on this journey with the hopes
of blogging back to you all as we moved through
the miles. We did well at times, and missed it at
others. Some of the times that we weren't able
to were due to the fact that, unbelievebly but yet
thankfully, there are places out here, still, that are
not up to "tech” speed. In other words, you can
still find places out there where computers & the
internet are not all that important! Those places
were nice. Even at 3 weeks and a bit over 6000
miles, it does seem like the time has gone by all
too quickly. With that thought in mind, one of our
intentions with the blogging idea was to not only share our journey with all of you that were
interested enough to follow along, but to also, hopefully, inspire others to make the trips that
they've dreamed of doing. While | could go on for pages here in this mind set, suffice it to say
that time does, all to quickly, get by us. We find reasons & excuses why we can't do something
like this but very seldom do we give much thought to finding reasons why we should. For me,
this has been a dream for some time, the time spent in prep, the time away from work (of
course), the money spent was worth every minute of the trip. | have seen just enough...and
past up just enough...that | will come back this way again and | won't wait as long as | did for
the first pass. Don't you wait any longer either, put your own plans in motion and do the trip that
you have been dreaming about and do it...you will not regret it!




 Speaking of blogging, as you can see, we did make the wine
tour. Where the hell were the rest of you? We waited &
waited and nobody else showed.

This was in Winterport, Maine. A town established in 1776!

We did read with pleasure about the wine run to Washington.
Looks to have been a good time! Couple of questions
though...who is the mystery person in the blue rainsuit and
Dave Roberts...why didn't you borrow some of his/hers
gear? You look cold as hell & unhappy.
.| can not, and would not attempt to, recap the entire trip in
this blog. (1) you would get tired of reading it and (2) |
would not be able to do the whole experience justice.

The weather has been an interesting part of this journey.
The first 6 days of the trip that encompassed just getting
to Maine were really perfect for riding. Outside of, as we
had mentioned earlier, the wind from Miles City through
most of North Dakota was a bugger, the traveling was
great. The first few days in Maine hinted that our weather
luck was going to hold. In fact, it was appearing that we
may have hit Maine perhaps a week to early for "peak”
color season...but as it turned out, we were only a day
maybe two early for the peak. Literally, it changes that
fast! Day to day, you can see the difference. If you have
ever heard some one say the trees here will "explode” in
color, almost over night it is true. If you have never seen
it in person, the pictures that you do see just don't do it
justice. Entire hillsides erupt in color. It is almost more
than you can take in in one eyefull. Anyway, we were
able to enjoy that for about 2 days and than hurricne Kyle
decided to set it's sights on Maine...or somewhere close.
That encouraged us to motel up for a couple of days.

P

We did make it up to East Port, Maine though inspite of
Kyle's effects. East Port holds the distiction of being the most
eastern point of the United Sates...every morning...it is the
first part of the country to see the sun rise. We spent a bit of
time there on the pier and met some very nice people and a
chance visit with some lobstermen that had just come in to
drop their catch, change boats and head back out.




Also, found an interesting "point of interest" alog the way, we call it mile kr 36 along
highway North Coastal 1. You can use your own imagination as to how & why it came to be
where it is.

Back on the weather. It did break for about a day and a half off and on. Long enough anyway
for us to spend a day riding through Acadia National Park. It is, like most National Parks,
designed to attract the masses mostly in cars & of course busses. Even this late in the season,



they still were coming by the bus loads. Acadia is unique though in that the main roads through
the park are one way travel, so it does make for fairly unrestrited travel. Truly, Acadia would be
a "must see" for anyone and again a "must see" to appreciate area. From rugged sea shore
areas., to some beach areas to a 1500+ elevation at Cadillac Mountain that gives one a 360
degree panoramic view of the Atlantic and inland areas. The mountain is named after a
Frenchman that the land was given to a long time back and whose name also years later would
have a Detroit built American car named after him.

Interesting thing about the weather forcasts in Maine, New Hampshire, & Vermont...even when
: they tell you...and show you
(radar) that it is going to be
clear and sunny...somehow
the rain comes in and comes
in heavy. Because of it, we
have no real good sunshine
based "trees exploding in their
fall colors" to share with you.
When it was raining, the
clouds were down low! It did
cause us to leave New
Hampshire & Vermont via the
good 'ole interstate system
without really getting a chance
to experience those two
states...but hey...one of the
resons that | will be back
again.

So here we are now in South Dakota...waiting to see what a snow storm has in-store for us. Ya
gotta love it! More to come later, hope all is well....................
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Hello Alll

Things are going very good on this end. We are in Munising, Ml for the evening (9/22/08) and
our first real chance to get some info back to you all that might be following the adventure.

You probably won't hear from us for a few days as we will be crossing into Ontario Canada
tomorrow morning and expect to be there thru the next couple of days crossing back into the
U.S. in Maine!

The trip so far has been going very well. Outside of some fairly hefty winds from outside of
Billings thru North Dakota on Saturday, the weather has been just about perfect for riding.

Took a bit of a side trip, east out of Duluth/Superior and spent last evening in a little place called
Port Wing, W1 (Karen'’s birthday). Port Wing is located on the south end of Lake Superior and
we ended up with a great little cabin for the night; first great people that we have met since
leaving Billings. We celebrated Karen'’s birthday at “The Port” with some of the locals, beer &
great homemade pizza.



Trivia...how much water does Lake Superior hold? Enough to cover both North & South
America together in a foot of water!

Our trip thru the northern end of Wisconsin & Michigan has certainly given us a taste of what's
ahead of us in Maine, Vermont & New Hampshire as the colors here along the way have been
incredible! By their own right, these 2 states have the ability to put on a color show. The roads
are great & the sights enjoyable.

We have included a couple of pictures with this and hope you find them enjoyable. One is this
morning’s sunrise over Lake Superior at Port Wing, the other is crossing into Michigan.



Take care, be safe and we hope that those that went west on the Walla Walla wine tour had a
great time.

Terryn, Courtlyn, Rafe, Peyton, Addee, & Gracie...be good you guys and we love & miss you
all!

Dale & Deb
Jim & Karen
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