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H.O.G. Slop: 
Elizabeth Moore, Editor:  
Heard from our friend, Joyce Matzke this month.  This is the 
sort of thing I’m talking about when I ask you guys for 
input/photos/stories. Joyce will be riding a cool route this 
fall, and is sharing her plans with us… 
 
“Hi Elizabeth, it's Joyce here.  Thanks for keeping me up to 
date on the Big Sky Chapter news.  I always enjoy hearing 
what you are all up to.   
 
I'm going to be doing the HOG ride, motoring the “Mother 
Road”, following as much as possible of Route 66.  It starts 
Sept. 11 in Chicago and will end Sept. 25 in Los Angeles.  
If any of you are planning on doing this I'd love to hear from 
you as I'll be riding to Chicago from Florida and will leave 
Daytona on around Sept. 5th.  Then when I get to Los 
Angeles, I'll be heading back to Florida, so any company 
along the way is always nice.  Hope to see some of you 
then.   
 
Take care and God Bless.  Hey and thanks for keeping all that white stuff up there with you, tee hee.  Also any of 
you who plan to come to either of the bike weeks down here, March and October each year, I’d love to see any of 
you again.   
 
Live to Ride and Ride to Live.   
Until our paths cross again, keep the shiny side up. 
Joyce Matzke.” 

 

Director’s Notes: 
Jim Olson 
We were excited and anxious to get started! It was our first adventure of the year, and the timing was perfect. We 
packed up and headed out to Keystone for the South Dakota State Rally. Winter seemed to be relenting, and we 
were finally able to start thinking about some serious riding. However, as we headed for Billings, the rain started 
and the wind really picked up. It was getting cold fast so we decided to stay in Billings and head out the next 
morning. Thursday was OK, but an occasional drizzle and wind beating reminded us that maybe winter was not 
ready to let go just yet. As we got closer and closer to South Dakota, the sky turned even blacker and the clouds 
rolled in. The rain was heavy and the temperature was pretty much, in a word, COLD! 
 
We continued into Keystone, got to the hotel and checked in. The rain never stopped and temperature was not 
being any kinder. Maybe a good night’s sleep would help.  Friday Morning was absolutely perfect so we headed 
to Devils Tower to get one more thing off the "Bucket List". As we got closer and closer however, the temperature 
turned really cold, and a wall of water was headed straight at us. We pulled off the highway and made a 
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conscious decision that there would be a better time to see a piece of rock stuck in the ground, so we turned 
around and scooted back to cover.  The rest of that day was, as you can guess by now, WET and COLD. 
If you have ever been to the town of Keystone, you are well aware of the many tourist activities close by.  We 
walked through the town, under cover of canopies and awnings to get the shopping part of our trip out of the way. 
Since it was lunch time, we sat down at an outdoor table, and ordered hot coffee for me and a hot drink for 
Marlene. Hot, and just off the stove, our hot drinks arrived (the operative word here is hot, in case you have not 
picked up on that already) and were set on the table.  My riding partner (you all know her), decided to get up and 
get something she needed. As the HOT cocoa and HOT coffee both mixed very nicely together on my lap, I 
decided that maybe this just was not my day at all.  
 
That evening we participated in one of the few Rally events in which we were able (mainly because of the horrible 
weather). We departed Keystone from the K Bar S lodge and rode the 1800 train to the small but fun town of Hill 
City. And yes, it was still raining! As you can imagine, the 1800 train is an OPEN car train, and it takes about 45 
minutes to go the 20 plus miles. Once in Hill City we were treated to a wet, but welcome meal, compliments of the 

Hill City Chamber of Commerce (wonder 
where they got that idea.). After another 
two hours of rain and wet burgers, we 
headed back to Keystone and welcome 
warmth of a warm hotel room and hot 
showers. 
 
In all, it was obvious to everyone there, 
that the staff put forth a lot of work to 
make the Rally a great event. But in our 
world, one knows that you can control 
everything but the weather. After two 
days of constant rain and cold, we were 
finally ready to head home. We got up 
early Sunday morning, pulled onto the 
interstate, and headed home. As we left 
Keystone the rain began to let up, and a 
faint ball of light began to appear in the 
sky. By the time we reached Billings, the 
Sky was blue and the temperature was 
perfect. It was about now that I wished I 

had not trailered! Yep I said it....We trailered! However, in my defense, I had checked the weather forecast long 
before we departed and already kinda knew what to expect.  In all, we had a great time. We travelled over 1200 
US1552776 
 miles, spent more money that we should have, and rode our Hogs a grand total of 55 Miles!  
 
With that said, and my dirty little secret revealed, it's time to start thing ahead.  But before I do, I have to say 
thanks to Sam and Todd for ram-rodding the meeting for me. I hope you all enjoyed the poker run and the BBQ. 
As we continue into 2010, there are a lot more events to get organized, and we could use your help. Our 
Assistant Director is departing shortly for another tour of duty, and the Activities position needs a helper or two. 
Many of our current officers will not be returning in 2011, and we encourage anyone with an interest to let us 
know. I would like to assign mentors to each position so that 2011 is not to painful for the new staff.  Please 
consider and let you intentions be known. The officers do a tremendous job, and it is rewarding and fun. 
 
We are planning our July calendar as this goes to press, and we will get the event's information out to all of you 
as soon as the “i” is dotted and the “T” is crossed. Stay tuned. 
 
In summary, we are still actively seeking those fun photos. If you are out and about, and happen upon a fun road 
sign, or billboard sign, please take a photo and submit it to our Editor-in-Chief. If your photo is selected, your 
name will be entered into a drawing for this years Christmas party. The winning "Guesser" will also be entered. If 
more than one person finds the secret location, and notifies Elizabeth by email, a winner will be selected at 
random by a drawing. The overall "winners" will be entered into a grand prize drawing for a $100.00 gift card at 
the annual Christmas party. 
 
Again, thank all of you for all your support. We are a great chapter, with a great reputation. 
 
See you on the road, at the dealership or somewhere in-between. 
Ride Safe, Ride Often, but JUSTRD 
JIM 



 

Assistant Director’s Notes: 
Todd Cramer 
Despite Jim’s absence, Saturday’s meeting went off without a hitch.  We celebrated a few birthdays and 
welcomed two new members to our HOG chapter.  Topics of discussion included the “Solstice Run” on June 25th, 
the ride to Sealy Lake for MDA on July 10th and the “Iron-Butt” Run that will be held in Aug, proceeds from which 
will go to the Special Olympics.  Pledge forms and complete rules/details for the Iron-butt run can be found at 
www.ironbutt.com.  Keep in mind that if you don’t want to do the full 1000 miles, which would qualify you for the 
pin/patch, you can ride a shorter distance and still get pledges to help Special Olympics.  Also, there isn’t a set 
course for the ride.  You can choose any route you desire - you just have to start/stop at Big Sky HD so that they 
can document your mileage and verify your gas/food receipts.   
 
We met two fellow HOG members from Nashville, TN who were on their way to Alaska, but had to make a 
necessary equipment stop, so decided to sit in on our meeting.  It was nice to have them.  Several folks from the 
Missoula HOG chapter also joined us for our meeting and poker run.  They were just visiting to see how we do 
things and maybe get some ideas on how to better their local HOG chapter.  Great group of folks who I hope we 
stay in contact with.  Maybe we can set-up a chapter get-together sometime in the future?   
 
The day ended with a poker run and BBQ.  It was a beautiful day to ride and be with friends and thankfully we 
didn’t have any breakdowns or accidents, although it was rumored that one of our members pushed the “go-fast” 
limit just a bit (Sam, any comments?)  Want to send out a personal note of thanks to Sam-man who coordinated 
and pre-rode the poker run and also to the Oakley’s, who were gracious enough to open up their home in Fairfield 
for the BBQ.  A lot of work went in to both events and without members stepping-up to take on the task, these 
type of events would never happen.  With that, Jim should be back at the helm for next month’s meeting and once 
again, all will be right with the world. 

 

Road Captain’s Notes: 
Mike Babcock 
The Big Sky HOG had one of the best 
poker runs -- for my money -- that we 
have had in years. The weather was 
fantastic, the scenery was 
outstanding and the friends on the trip 
were great; then, to top it off, came 
the barbecue put on by the Fairfield 
contingent at Rayme and Amy's nice 
place. It was a great day and a 
memorable ride. 
  
The outstanding weather of the past 
few days signals the onset of 
summer, which of course has 
occurred by the time this gets 
published, I think - lots of riding 
opportunities this summer and a great 
time to soak up the sun and the 
camaraderie. It’s also is the best way 
for newer riders to build experience 
and confidence because there is no 
substitute for seat time. 
  
So keep checking those tire pressures, watch your oil levels and keep your eyes on your destination. Good times 
and good riding awaits us. 

 
Membership Director’s Notes: 
Sam Steffan 
First and foremost, I would like to salute the Fairfield Gang for the outstanding Bar-B-Q after the June meeting - a 
special thank you to Ray and Amy Oakley for hosting the event. I am sure that the 60 some plus members and 
guests who attended were treated to some of the best pork ribs and tenderloin around. There were a total of 49 
members who took part in the poker run that was held in conjunction with the BBQ. Winners were Nan Chambers 

http://www.ironbutt.com/


(worst Hand) 3
rd

 Place Amy Oakley,2
nd

 Place T.C. Greaney and I hate to say 1st place went to Sam I Am, “The 
Hogfather”  A good time was had by all and the weather gods smiled down on us.  
 
Now down to membership business. New members since the May meeting are: Jeff Adams, Nicole Biondich, 

Michael Fortney, Bill Manning, Amy Newman, Andrew 
Schafer, Kristina Tucker, James Turpin, and Cory 
Vandiver.  Welcome to Big Sky HOG. A special Welcome 
back goes out to former member, T.C. Brubaker.  
 
We have again slipped below the 400 mark, as some 
members have not renewed their national membership 
and had to be dropped from the local chapter. I hope in 
time they reconsider and come back as they are missing 
out on some good times and a whole lot of friendship 

within the Chapter. As a parting reminder get ready for your endurance ride at the end of August in Support of the 
Special Olympics. Get your pledges early, and keep tuned for more info via Flashes from Yours Truly. 
 
See you all down the road, enjoy the summer and ride SAFELY. 
Sam I Am 
“The Hogfather” 

 

Hone Your Riding Skills (Safe Rider Skill s)  
Being a HOG ®  member means making the most of every ride ï and every ride should be a 
safe  ride. The HOG Safe Rider Skills Program is the perfect way for you to do a little 

brushing up on your riding skills, whether youôre a seasoned veteran or a new rider.  
 

The HOG Safe Rider Skills Program offers up to $50 reimbursement ï in the form of a 
HOG coupon ï to HOG members who successfully complete an accredited Motorcycle 
Safety Foundation (MSF) rider training course, including the Harley -Davidson Riderôs 

Edge ®  courses. Itôs HOGôs way of saying safety matters most. Refer to your HOG Benefits 
Guide  for more details on the HOG Safe Rider Skills Program, or visit members.hog.com.  

RIDINô THE RIDGE 

BLUE RIDGE MOUNTAIN HIGH 

Ridinô the Ridge ï July 12-16 

If you have a list of ñmust-ride 

roadsò ï whether itôs in your head 

or written downï chances are the 

Blue Ridge Parkway is on it. If itôs 

not, it sure ought to be - because 

few roads in the U.S., or even the 

world, can rival this iconic roadway 

for natural beauty. 

In 2010, the Blue Ridge Parkway 

will be marking its 75th 

anniversary ï and H.O.G.® will be 

celebrating with Ridinô the Ridge. 

Beginning in Roanoke, Virginia 

and finishing up in Asheville, North Carolina, this memorable touring rally will lead riders through the 

heart of the Parkway while offering special activities along the way, including an exclusive tour of the 

fabulous Biltmore House and estate in Asheville.  

AND THE WINNERS ARE . . . 
 

HOG Number:  US 3624648 ï John 

Moreland ï not present 

50/50 Winner: $89 ï Dave Haight 

Door Prize Winners: Dave Stroop 
 



The Blue Ridge Parkway is one of the great motorcycle roads in the world,ò says Joe Dowd, H.O.G. 

Events Manager. ñAnd itôs meant to be savored, not sped through. Itôs two lanes all the way, with 

limited access and a reasonable speed limit to reduce traffic. Itôs laid out not to be the shortest route 

from here to there, but to follow the ridge, which means youôre surrounded by spectacular vistas 

throughout the ride.ò 

For more information or to register, log on to members.hog.com. Registration opens March 17, so make 

plans now to sign up soon.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Need a patch sewn on that leather vest or jacket?   Linda Heggem - 452-2425 - will sew patches for a 
donation to MDA.  Sherry Lehmkuhl - 590-7721 - will also sew patches for a donation to Eagle Mount. 
 

Newsletter Comments or Questions? 
If you have any questions, comments concerning the Big Sky H.O.G. Newsletter, please contact Elizabeth at 781-
5143, or by e-mail at eemoore@3riversdbs.net. 
 
 
 

Several of the current officers will be stepping down at the end of this year.  Weôre 
concerned about the future of the chapter, because we donôt seem to be having much of 
a response from the members regarding filling open positions.   
 
If we donôt have officers, there is no chapter.   
 
Please consider stepping up to volunteer a little of your time.  The current and past 
officers will be more than happy to give advice, direction, etc., to the new officers.   
Contact Brian Moen or Jim Olson if you are interested. 
 
This is the greatest chapter in Montana ï help us keep it that way! 
 
 
 

Thanks to Ray & Joanne Ciolkolz 

for this monthôs ñWhere Is It?ò 

photo.   

 

Do you know where this shot was 

taken?  If you do, email your 

answer to:  

eemoore@3riversdbs.net.   

One winner will be drawn from 

all of the correct entries for all 

photos at the holiday party at the 

end of the year. 

 

Have a photo to submit?  Send it 

to the same email address and 

have your name entered into the 

drawing. 

mailto:eemoore@3riversdbs.net
mailto:eemoore@3riversdbs.net


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The contents of this newsletter do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of Big Sky Harley-Davidson & Buell or those of the Harley-Davidson Corporation.  This newsletter is intended 
for the entertainment of the Big Sky Harley Owners’ Group. 
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