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website, the newsl etters, and Sam

If you missed the annual membership drive, you missed a great party!
We had lots of new faces this year, and everybody had a wonderful time.
Nan and Darrell Chambers brought in some fabulous prizes for the end-
of-the-evening auction. Thereds already talk
event, which should prove to be even better!
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Jim Olsen

Elizabeth Moore, Editor:
Montana State H.O.G. Rally registration page is now open! Go to
http://www.mtstatehogrally.com and sign up!

We had a few brave folks decide to ride to Belt after the March meeting. It was a bit
chilly, but the food was great at the Harvest Moon Saloon, and as always, Sally was a
great hostess.

Attached to this newsletter, you will
find a two-page listing of upcoming
events. Please hang on to this for
future reference. Sam has compiled
dates and locations for future HOG
AwWall erso as well
These events are always subject to
change, so keep an eye on the
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Each month | sit down for a few moments and try to think of what to write for a newsletter. What can | say or do that will
make this chapter stronger and better as we progress and grow. How can | make a difference, and what can | do better?

Sometimes all | have to do is attend a membership
meeting, or just stop in the dealership and spend
some quality time visiting with my extended family. It
is always inspirational, at least to me, to see the
people that mean the most to us gathering, smiling
and having a great time just interacting and telling
stories about their experience of being a HOG
member. We do what we do because we love what
we do. We visit retirement centers because we have a
sense of honor. We ride in groups because that is
where our friends are. We attend rallies, not to be in a
pack mentality, but to go where the fun is, to hear
stories and re-connect with the friends we made last

dat e


http://www.mtstatehogrally.com/
http://www.bigskyharley.com/
mailto:olsonjt@earthlink.net
mailto:lindadecker57@yahoo.com
todd.cramer@malmstrom.af.mil

year, and friends we will make this year. We ride because we love to ride - it's just that simple.

This year will be another banner year for the Big Sky Chapter as we venture into new beginnings. We are planning to
team with Muscular Dystrophy for the MDA camp at Seeley Lake in July. We plan to ride to Havre to visit the underground
world. We are pre planning a few overnight trips for this summer that may even tie in to a trip to Fort Peck. There has
been mention of a trip to the Gates of the Mountains, and just to keep the season fresh, we will sprinkle in a few poker
runs, the Toy Run, and then, join forces with the Montana Special Olympics for an event later in the summer.

If that is not enough to keep your interest, we will have a paid in full fHogtoberofest, and a few dealership events just to
keep you interested.

As spring peaks, and summer is just around the
corner, there are several State Rallies that are
just opening their registrations on line. If you
need information about a certain rally, and
event and are having a hard time finding it,
drop us a line. We have a huge array of talent
withinthe o f f i rankgtieatican find a needle
in a haystack if the need arises. If we can't, we
will know or find someone who can. We are
here to help, so please drop us a line. Every
officer has a link to his or her email address
posted on the Web site. There is also a Let's
ride contact list where those interested have
supplied us with their email and phone
information, just in case y o u 8itting around
one night and need a ride just to get the strss of the day off. | have tested each one and they are all accurate and take you
to the person/officer listed. If for some reason your ability to use the internet is limited, please leave word for us at the
dealership. We are easy to contact and more than willing to help.

If you have a special event, or hear of something fun you want to try, or have a idea for a new event we could sponsor or
help organize, please give us a call or drop us a line. If it's legal, we want to try it!

There is life out there and it's beginning to stir! It's been a long winter, but the worst is over!

Our Safety officer has researched class dates for the 2010 rider course, and | encourage anyone who has never taken
one to participate. Trust me, you can teach an old dog new tricks if that old dog is willing to listen!

In April we are planning a small out of the gate and out of hibernation poker (Sometimes SOAKER) run after the
membership meeting. | hope you all find time to dust of the windshield and burn a little gas before then, but if not, at least
' take a few moments to stop in the service dept before you hit
the road, and avoid hitting the road! Get a once over and check
your tire's tread, tire pressure, drive belts and other little nasty's
that could throw you for a loop. Take a few small rides around
to get your sea legs back before you jump on and head out on
that long trip.

Last but not least, we are working on a ride destination list that
should run all the way through 2010. Sam (Mr HogFather) has

devoted his time to plan out and comprise a list that will take us
in all directions, and we should be able to have

that list posted on the website very soon.

All of the officers extend our sympathy to the family of Babe
Peres, as we laid him to rest a few weeks ago. Babe was a
great gentle heart, and a member of our HOG Family. We hope
your roads are dry and you gas tank never runs empty.

Until then, please, ride safe, ride often, but
JUST RIDE (JustRd)
Jim



Member ship Directords Notes

Sam Steffan

To start off | would like to salute the chapter members for the big turnout at the meeting. A grand total of 90 door prize

tickets were handed out. A specialhatssof f t o the Helena gang who never fail t
but you know who you are. Again thanks.

Echoing Mi ke Bab ctohe iweting, cwoutdnile notpay special tribute to one of our unsung rarely
mentioned member and chapter officer to you, Mary Jo Vickeron, for all the time you have dedicated to the chapter in

(o]

putting together the Chapt calltheswork with yoarrcalligrahybnumaksng out thre naane thgst i o n

for the Christmas Party and for all the kids during our toy run. A special tip of the hat to you, Mary Jo. For you members
who have never looked at the albums, it may be interesting as your picture could just maybe pop up in there.

Salute to new members since the February meeting - they are Stanton Brelin, Bryan Calaman, Eric Christian, Keith Head,
Richard Jones, and Bob Whealy. A Big Sky welcome to you all. In addition a big welcome back to Dave Lapointe and Tom
Matthews.

P.S. Make sure you keep a copy of the 2010 Rides and events schedule that is with the newsletter. Well that all for now
folks, see you all out on the blacktop and keep the shinny side up.
SamlAméAThe Hogfat her o

RoadCaptainds Notes

Mike Babcock
SEAT TIME

Well, now we've done it! We've lived through another Montana winter and three or four months of down time. Spring hasdprung

already there was a ride on Saturday March-Hay of the last HOG meeting. | dilmake it because | hadn't anticipated that there
would be one but luckily Mike Geer led the intrepid crew to Belt.

There are impromptu rides, planned rides, poker rungid@{s Waller® coming up. The HOG club offers all kinds of opportunities
to get hat bike out there and put on some miles. As | learned over the course of-arﬂfi)t)&) through Wyoming, Nebraska, South
Dakota and back home to Montana, the only thing tha P

will make you a better rider and a more confident ridel
is SEAT TIME.

Safety Qdteds:ii cer 0

Mike Geer

Woo Hoo! ltés finally s
youdbdre |ike me youdve al
or are thinking about it. There are a few things you |
should consider before heading out.

Those of us who have ridden during this time of
year know Great Falls has a fairly severe gravel
problem in the spring. Itis used in the city to
provide traction for cars when it snows. This .
creates a traction problem when the roads are b RS e
clear. It collects quite a bit at intersections and where cars tend to push it into piles at the sides of the road Use the SEE
concept (Search, Evaluate and Execute) to avoid sudden stops or turns on these piles of gravel.

Even though the days are getting warmer and the forecast is for clear weather remember we can still get snow. After all
this is Montana and the weather can change at a uglievant 6s
from home when one of our spring snow storms comes through. If you are heading out in the morning be cautious of ice.
Although there is no ice during the day it may form overnight as temperatures fall below freezing.
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The finalhazard ofspring ri ding i s people in those steel boxes that
People are not use to seeing bikes on the road after the
factors in to considerationyoucanbe saf e and have fun. After all Aitds al
Webmaster6s Notes
Ron Zarr
As we move forth with the year and see
how nice itis for March,itdb s t i me f or s ome
change. But if we reflect back to last year,
we all remember our wine run in May with
some of our group experiencing some of
the ol' white stuff. So just remember, it&
Montana and it can snow any day or any
month.
With that in mind, this year& annual LOH is
going to be something different. Instead of
going to Walla Walla, we are venturing a bit
farther north and west to Leavenworth WA,
just outside of Wenatchee. It& a quite little
Bavarian town, nestled in the mountains
and sure to bring out the little unexpected in
all of us. The dates this year are June 3 i
6. We will be leaving bright and early the
morning of the 3rd, which is Thursday and
stay in Spokane like usual. We will then
get up Friday morning and ride for the final
few miles. | have ten rooms blocked out,
with some already taken, so let me know
early if you are interested in going. | will fill what rooms | have and add more if needed. The little jaunt is around 530
miles one-way, not too bad.
| am working on updating the website to current info. The newsletter will be there shortly and "please"” if anyone has any
input or wants to talk about a great trip they did alone or in a group last year, let me know and | will write something up.
Sam did send me the listing of Friday Nite HOG Wallers so | will format some calendars and place them up. It& nice to
see what the plan is on the board for a year to plan your weekends. If you also know of any specials rides we have
missed, please let me know and I'll let Sam know also. Ride & Have FUN all!
AND THE WINNERS ARE . .. Need a patch sewn on that leather vest or jacket? Linda
. Heggem - 452-2425 - will sew patches for a donation to MDA.
HOG Number: Not in attendance Sherry Lehmkuhl - 590-7721 - will also sew patches for a donation
50/50 Winner: Glen Jones to Eagle Mount.
Door Prize Winner: Glen Jones
Newsletter Comments or Questions?
If you have any questions, comments concerning the Big Sky H.O.G. Newsletter, please contact Elizabeth at 781-5143, or
by e-mail at eemoore@3riversdbs.net.
Make Your Miles Count (Mileage Program)
HOG® is all about riding and having fun. The HOG Mileage Program rewards you for doing whatwe a | | l ove t
ride. The more miles you log on your Harley®, the more recognition y ou receive. Pins, patches, motorcycle medallions
all awarded to you because you ride.
A HOG Mileage Program pin and patch will be sent to all HOG members upon enrollment in the
program. If you have more than one motorcycle, be sure to enroll each additional bike. After
enrollment, additional awards can be earned by achievement of the mileage levels listed in your
HOG Membership Manual and online at members.hog. com, starting at just

waste another mile! Take part in the Mileage Program and make every mile count!
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