Back from RawHyde Adventures

Article by Sales Manager Chris Connelly

A group of our customers took a leap of faith
and tried something new. Two day Adventure
Camp (off road motorcycle training for big bore
dual sports mainly R 1200 GS) and two day
trip into the Mojave Desert and Sequoia
National forest in California with RawHyde
Adventures a BMW off Road Riding Academy.

We all met at Enterprise rental car at LAX and
piled into a Suburban gear and all only to drive
on the 405 in rush hour traffic. We arrived at
RawHyde Adventures approximately 6:00pm
and checked into what would be our home for the next four days. We enjoyed a
wonderful salmon dinner then later in the
Dakar Bar for drinks and getting better
acquainted. Jim Hyde founder of RawHyde
Adventures went around the room and had
each of us introduce ourselves and asked us
to share what we were looking to gain from
the class. Little did we know Jim was sizing
us up to see what our skill levels were.
Everyone had a long day traveling and jet lag
was setting in so it was an early night.

Coffee would be ready at 6:30 am for the early risers and breakfast at 7:30 am. We
were asked to arrive at the bike coral promptly at 8:30 am. Each bike had a name tag
and Kurt the general manager had us review a waiver describing our responsibilities as
to the condition of the rental bikes. Scratches and dings are no big deal but if the bike
sustained any major damage itis on your dime. We then had a brief orientation and a
few rules of the ranch by Jim, at that time the three instructors took over.
We began by doing some stretches to get
out bodies limber. Then on the bikes for a
drill that would teach us how to move
around on the motorcycle by hanging our
opposite leg over to one side of the bike
and then the other as we were riding. At
first this seemed odd but later would prove
to be beneficial. Then to the coral for some
clutch friction zone practice, this is crucial
and helps control the bike in all riding

: aspects. Braking techniques were next, a
series of rear onIy, front only, a combination, and finally rear wheel skid. At some point
we broke for lunch then back on the course. This next exercise would solidify how to
maneuver these big machines in tight turns. The course consisted of several 180
degree turns. Body and head position were extremely important this was done by
counter balancing the bike. After the 180 course most of us were feeling pretty
confident but the figure eight course quickly deflated our egos. Next to what is called
the ribbon course a very tight obstacle course marked out by ribbons and PVC posts,
this was extremely difficult which only a few of us could complete with no mishaps.




Some kept going back for more | for one had enough and new that a hot shower and
dinner was in order.

In the dinning hall the room was a buzz with talk of the dayis activities. The instructors
dine with us so it was great to review what we had just learned. After dinner Jim Hyde
had us play a little game called high-low. Each person would share what their high
point of the day was and low point. Our group was feeling more comfortable with each
other so this exchange was quite amusing. Off to the Dakar bar for drinks and videos.
Some of us had lap tops and photography
equipment so we had a great time viewing the
dayis photographs.

The next day after breakfast we hit the figure
eight course again. It was amazing the
difference a day makes. Most of us did
extremely well, but there was a method to
their madness because shortly after that we
went to the off camber 180 course. This
course consisted of many switch back turns
mostly around trees and up and down hills.
Body position was still paramount and different rules applied on off camber and down
hill turns. We all got through this fairly well and then were asked to do the course in the
reverse direction. Everything we had learned thus far seemed to fall into place, clutch
frictio ne, braking, counter balancing, head and body position.

Next on to hills, its easy going up hill but
going down at a controlled speed is a valued
skill. Again the several braking techniques
came in handy. We did a combination of
slow speed down hill using front and rear
brake, trail stop in the middle of the down hill
which is a controlled momentary stop
without putting your feet down and then no
brake with the bike in gear using the engine
for braking.

Another valued skill is starting and u-turns
on a hill this is useful incase the bike stalled going up a h|II Rear brake is your friend
here, the general rule is your down hill wheel has t
the most breaking power. While keeping the
bike steady with the rear brake restart the engine
and slowing let out the clutch, then slowly
release the rear brake and start climbing up the
hill. The trick is not to spin the rear wheel.
Making a u-turn on a hill is quite simple, by just
turning the handlebars left and right while letting
the motorcycle roll slowly backwards. This walks
the front end over and eventually aiming the front
wheel down hill. We then got to trail ride a bit
around the ranch then off to the sand pit.

Sand was the one thing | wanted to become more comfortable with, each of us got to
make a few passes in the sand. The technique involves keeping speed and your weight
back on the bike while maintaining a loose grip on the handle bars. The front end will
dance around but that is OK, donit fight it. We did another trail ride but we were quickly
loosing daylight so back to the Dakar Bar for appetizers and drinks before dinner.



This brings us to Sunday night the excitement was building because for the next two
days we will be riding in the Mojave Desert to Base Camp Alpha the culmination or our
trip. Another round of high-low and a lot of laughs then back to the bar and some of us
for a fireside cigar. We had strict instruction to be geared up and ready for an 8am
departure.

; We started off at 8am sharp got to the main
road and regrouped. One of the bikes had
low air pressure in the rear tire so a quick
inflation with a portable tire pump and off we
went. The group road about 20 or 30 miles
on the slab to bring us to the first section of
dirt, a winding access road for an aqueduct
that supplies the city of Los Angeles. This
was a quick paced ride with sweeping turns
and scenic lined with Joshua Trees. At the
end of the road was a huge wind farm, this is
usually a very windy valley but this day was
very calm. Back on the pavement for our first gas stop and unfortunately a tire repair
which was not a tubeless tire. We were
ahead of schedule but the repair quickly
changed that.

We then rode to Red Rocks Canyon for
lunch where the support truck met us with
sandwiches, soft drinks, and brownies for
desert. This is a beautiful landscape and a
precursor to what lies ahead.

On the slab to the mountains and more
interesting and challenging off road riding some site seeing as well including Burrow
Schmittis tunnel, Jim Hyde tells a great
story of Mr. Schmitt who dug this tunnel
but you will have to take the trip and hear
Jim himself | wouldnit do it justice. We
rode many miles in this section some
difficult hill climbs, whoops and off
camber turns. Then back on the road
and headed towards Base Camp Alpha.

The sun quickly set and the ride to BCA
was slab, fast and dark. We finally arrived
at our home for the night tucked in the
Mojave hills. The fire was already a blaze
support truck waiting with all our gear and
dinner already cooking. We each grabed
our duffle bag and tent and headed to a
flat spot to erect our tents. Everyone
made quick work of this and settled in next to the fire waiting for the dinner bell to ring.
| for one took a shower, thatis right in the middle of nowhere a hot shower, brilliant.




Dinner was hot and plentiful then back to the fire and star gazing. Not many lasted after
dinner and headed in for the night.

The next morning was busy with striking camp, coffee, and breakfast. Most of us were

trying to decide what to wear for the ride on this chilly morning. Our next destination

Trona a small mining town which would bring us to the Pinnacles a dried lake bed that

has left behind towering columns that were formed in the lake by micro organisms sort
of like barnacles. It is a very moonscape
like environment. Jim Hyde let us explore
this area on our own and then met up for
the next part of the ride. Here is where our
sand technique would make the next 20-
30 miles easier to ride. After this section |
think we all had enough of the sand so
onward to pick up a sandwich from the
support truck at Jawbone Canyon. Jim
would then take us on a series of switch
backs mostly hard pack and sand up into
the Sequoia National Forest. This is an

amazing ride because not only are you climbing in elevation quickly the landscape

changes from desert to a lush green pine forest, absolutely breath taking. Once up in

the forest we broke for lunch with our sandwiches we got from the support truck down

in the canyon. The road in the forest was

hard packed with a layer of silt on top this

made for a very dusty ride we all tried to

keep our distance, then a quick decent

very much like the accent and then to the

tarmac. We then carved our way on a two

lane highway, Jim warned us about the

cattle ranches where the animals were

literally standing on the road. We then

regrouped for a quick break for gas and

on the slab for a spirited ride back to the

ranch.

Most of us were heading back to LA that night to visit friends, family or catch the red
eye back to NY so we had little time for changing, showering and packing. We all made
it back safely but extremely exhausted.

RawHyde Adventures is just that an adventure. Besides Jim and his crew offering
training there are many tour packages to explore check out their web site at
http://www.rawhyde-offroad.com/.

Stay tuned for BMW of Manhattanis next Adventure with RawHyde.

To see more pics go to
http://picasaweb.google.com/ebenia/RawHydeAdventure09?feat=directlink#




